
AGENDA REPORT 

     To: Mayor Pat Humphrey and the Clare City Commission  

From:  Ken Hibl, City Manager 

Date:   November 30, 2017 

    RE: Ordinance 2017-007 – Chapter 40, Article V (Demonstrations) 

 

For the Agenda of December 4, 2017 

 

 

Background.  Subsequent to holding a public hearing, the Clare City Commission considered and 

approved a first reading of a proposed ordinance (Ordinance 2017-007 – copy att’d) to amend 

Article V (Demonstrations) of Chapter 40 (Streets, Sidewalks, & Other Public Places) by 

itemizing items that may not be carried or be present during any public demonstration or march 

within the City.      

   

As all ordinance changes/amendments require the consideration and approval by the City 

Commission, we now ask the City Commission to allow a Second Reading of the proposed 

ordinance amendment and subsequently approve Ordinance 2017-007 for incorporation to the 

City’s Ordinance Codes.    

  

Issues & Questions Specified. Should the City Commission direct a second reading and 

subsequently approve Ordinance 2017-007? 

  

Alternatives. 

1. Direct a second reading and adopt the ordinance amendment. 

2. Direct a second reading but do not adopt the ordinance amendment. 

3. Set aside the decision regarding this matter to a later date. 

  

Financial Impact.  There is no immediate, direct fiscal impact of this proposed ordinance 

amendment.   

 

Recommendation.  I recommend that the City Commission direct a second reading and adopt 

Ordinance 2017-007 by approval of Resolution 2017-168 (copy attached).   

  

Attachments. 

1. Proposed Ordinance 2017-007. 

2. Resolution 2017-168. 



1 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-007 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE CITY OF CLARE BY 

amending the City Code, Chapter 40. 

 

Chapter 40, Article V, Section 40-162 of the Code of Ordinances, City of 

Clare, Michigan, is hereby repealed and restated as follows: 

Sec. 40-162. - Regulation.  

(a) Any person, group or organization holding any public assembly on the 
streets, highways, sidewalks, alleys, and other public grounds in the City 
of Clare shall not while doing so possess any of the following items: 

(1) Wooden planks more than two inches wide and a quarter inch 

thick. 

(2) Pepper spray or other similar self-defense spray. 

(3) Water cannons. 

(4) Tasers or similar electrical devices. 

(5) Bricks, stones or rocks. 

(6) Hammers, crowbars or similar implements. 

(7) Cans of spray paint or hair spray. 

(8) Gas masks. 

(9) Drones. 

(10) Improvised shields made of metal, plastic or wood. 

(11) Glass or plastic bottles that are filled with liquids that are alcoholic 

or not consumable as well as any toxic waste, caustic or flammable 

material in any kind of container. 

(12) Tiki torches or other similar items meant to carry fire. 

(13) Any container containing human or other animal waste products. 

(14) Metal signs. 

(15) Metal or plastic pipe longer than twelve inches. 

(16) Balloons that are not filled with air, oxygen or helium. 

(17) Projectile launchers, including water cannons. 

 

(b) The city shall retain the right, and is obligated under its police powers, to 
regulate the demonstration, if circumstances deem it necessary. The 
city's primary concern is the time, place and manner of the 
demonstration. The city retains the right to discuss these matters of 
interest with the demonstrators after reviewing the registration form. 

 



 

RESOLUTION  2017-168 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CLARE CITY  COMMISSION  APPROVING ORDINANCE 

2017-007, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 40, ARTICLE V, 

DEMONSTRATIONS, OF THE ORDINANCE CODES OF THE CITY OF CLARE. 

 

WHEREAS,  Article V of Chapter 40 of the Ordinance Codes of the City of Clare 

outlines rules, regulations, and policies in respect to demonstrations within the City of Clare; and   

 

WHEREAS, said Chapter of said Ordinance Codes is devoid of language in respect to 

prohibited items that can be carried by participants in demonstrations within the City of Clare: 

and   

 

WHEREAS, to ensure the public safety of demonstration participants and observers of 

those demonstrations, the City Staff has recommended an amendment to the City’s current 

ordinance stipulating specific items that demonstrators are prohibited from carrying or bringing 

to a demonstration; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City Commission has held a requisite public hearing and directed a First 

Reading of said Ordinance at its regularly scheduled public meeting on November 20, 2017; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City Commission received no stated objections at said public hearing; 

has considered the recommended ordinance amendment, and has determined that adoption of 

Ordinance 2017-007 is in the best interests of the City of Clare. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City Commission of City of 

Clare ordains Ordinance 2017-007, thereby amending Article V of Chapter 40 of the Ordinance 

Codes of the City of Clare to incorporate language that prohibits certain items to be carried by 

individuals involved with demonstrations within the City of Clare. 

 

ALL RESOLUTIONS AND PARTS OF RESOLUTIONS INSOFAR AS THEY 

CONFLICT WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THIS RESOLUTION BE AND THE SAME 

ARE HEREBY RESCINDED. 

 

The Resolution was introduced by Commissioner _____________ and supported by 

Commissioner __________.  The Resolution declared adopted by the following roll call 

vote: 

 

YEAS:     

 

NAYS:                

 

ABSENT:         

 

Resolution approved for adoption on this 4
th

 day of December 2017. 

 

 

________________________________ 

        Diane Lyon, City Clerk 


